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	Classroom Resource:
Cayman Maker’s-Plaiting Thatch 
	
	
	Subject Areas: Social Studies, Arts


	 
	Objective


Students will explore the cultural and historical significance of the Cayman Islands' silver thatch palm and learn a simplified weaving technique to understand traditional craftsmanship.
	
	Lesson Plan


1. Introduction (Discussion & Storytelling) – 15 minutes
Begin by asking students:
· "What materials do we use today to make hats, bags, or ropes?"
· "Where do these materials come from?"

Introduce the Silver Thatch Palm and explain how it was an essential resource in Caymanian life.

Show images or short video clips of traditional woven items like hats, baskets, and ropes.

2. Hands-On Activity: Paper Weaving (30 minutes)
Since using real silver thatch may not be feasible, students will simulate the weaving process using colored paper strips.

Materials Needed:
.
Strips of colored construction paper (two contrasting colors for better visual effect).

Scissors.

Glue or tape.

Steps:

1) Give each student two sets of paper strips (4 of one colour, 3 of another).
2) Teach the basic "under-over" weaving technique, similar to the one in the video: 
a. Lay down the first four strips in a row.
b. Take the remaining three strips and start weaving: "Under one, over the next, under the next."
c. Repeat with all strips until a pattern forms.
3) Secure the ends with glue or tape.

4) Discuss how this activity mimics the traditional plaiting technique used for making hats and baskets.

3. Reflection & Cultural Connection (15 minutes)
Display the students’ woven pieces on a classroom wall.

Ask Students:
· “How do you think life was different when people had to make everything by hand?"
· "Why is it important to remember and practice traditional skills?"

Share a short story from the transcript (e.g., how Miss Marina learned to plait under the moonlight).

Discuss why preserving traditional arts is important for cultural identity.

Extension Activities (Optional): 
Home Connection: Have students ask a grandparent or older relative about any traditional skills or crafts they know.

Nature Walk: If possible, take students on a walk to observe local plants and discuss how they could be used.

This activity blends history, culture, and hands-on learning to give students an appreciation for traditional Caymanian crafts while developing fine motor skills through weaving! 🌿🎨


2

2info@artscayman.org   |   +1 345 949 5477   |   www.artscayman.org


image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




