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	Classroom Resource:
Cayman Makers – The Art of Net and Hammock Making
	
	
	Subject Areas: Social Studies, Arts, Crafts


	 
	Objective


Students will explore the historical significance of fishing nets and hammocks in Caymanian culture, learning about their construction and the craftsmanship required to make them.
	
	Lesson Plan


1. Introduction (Discussion & Storytelling) – 15 minutes
· Discussion Questions:
· Why do you think net-making and hammock-making were important in the past?
· How have these skills contributed to Caymanian survival and culture?
· Do you think handmade nets and hammocks are still useful today? Why or why not?
· Storytelling: Watch Cayman Makers – Nets and Hammocks episode
· Introduce Papa Geraldo Rankin, a Caymanian craftsman known for his skill in making nets and hammocks. Discuss how his journey into fishing and net-making began at an early age, as survival depended on family members contributing to daily needs. Highlight his experiences at sea, where he spent long months away from land, making hammocks to pass the time and ensure comfortable rest.

2. Hands-On Activity: Net & Hammock Making (30 minutes) Invite Ms. Kaitlin Elphinstone to the classroom for a demonstration and lesson
· Materials Needed:
· Net-Making Needle
· Spacer (determines loop size)
· Strong thread or chord

· Steps:
1) Loading the Needle:
· Demonstrate how to loop and wind the thread onto the needle to prepare for knotting.
2) Creating the Foundation Row:
· Using a free-flowing loop, students will create the horizontal foundation row, determining the net’s width.
3) Forming Knots:
· Using the spacer, students will practice the looping and knotting technique, ensuring knots are firm and evenly spaced.
· Introduce the method of throwing the thread over the wrist and looping it under the previous knots.
4) Building the Vertical Rows:
· Once the first row is completed, students will flip the net and repeat the process to create vertical connections.

3. Reflection & Cultural Connection (15 minutes)
Discussion Questions:
· What challenges did you face while making the net?
· How does learning this skill connect us to our ancestors?
· Why do you think it is important to preserve these traditions?
· Use a quote from Papa Geraldo Rankin: "They got to keep doing it, but they’re not going to if nobody keeps showing them how to do it."

Extension Activities (Optional): 
Home Connection: Students interview family members about traditional Caymanian crafts.
Field Trip: Visit a local fisherman or artisan who practices net-making. Visit Mr. Jeralow Rankine.
Science Connection: Experiment with different materials to test net durability.

This lesson offers an immersive way for students to engage with Caymanian history, culture, and craftsmanship while practicing a valuable hands-on skill! 🛶🎣
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