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	Classroom Resource:
Cayman Maker’s- Traditional Navigation Techniques
	
	
	Subject Areas: Social Studies, Arts


	 
	Objective


Students will explore the historical significance of seafaring in the Cayman Islands and learn about traditional navigation techniques used by early sailors.
	
	Lesson Plan


1. Introduction (Discussion & Storytelling) – 15 minutes
Discussion Questions:
· How do sailors navigate the seas today?
· What tools do you think people used before GPS and modern technology?
Storytelling: Watch the Dead Reckoning Video
· Introduce Captain Paul Hurston and his experiences as a young seafarer. Explain how many Caymanians relied on the sea for their livelihood. Use excerpts from the script to describe life as a sailor, traveling around the world, and using traditional tools like the sextant and dead reckoning.

2. Hands-On Activity: Navigational Experiment (30 minutes)
· Students will simulate traditional navigation methods using simplified star-tracking and measurement techniques.

· Materials Needed:
· Wooden sticks (or rulers)
· String
· Protractors
· Flashlights (to simulate stars)
· Printed star charts

· Steps:
1) Measuring Altitude Like a Sextant
· Students will use a protractor with a string and weight to measure the "altitude" of a flashlight positioned on the ceiling.
· They will record their measurements, just like sailors measuring the height of the sun or stars.

2) Dead Reckoning Challenge
· Set up a grid on the floor representing nautical miles.
· Give students "speed" and "direction" clues (e.g., "Move forward 2 steps per second for 5 seconds").
· They will estimate their final position without looking at a "map" (just like sailors did when skies were cloudy).

3. Reflection & Cultural Connection (15 minutes)
Discussion Questions:
· What challenges did you face while making the rope?
· Why do you think Caymanian silver thatch rope was in high demand?
· How does learning about ropemaking connect us to our history?
· Use a quote from Captain Hurlston: "If you don’t know where you are, how can you plot a course where to go?"

Extension Activities (Optional): 
Home Connection: Have students ask older family members about traditional crafts or skills.
Field Trip: Visit a local craft market or invite a traditional rope-maker to demonstrate the process.
Science Connection: Experiment with different natural fibers to see which make the strongest ropes.

This lesson immerses students in Cayman’s rich seafaring history while teaching critical thinking and problem-solving through hands-on navigation techniques! ⛵🌊
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